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1 In most situations, fossils form as a result of an
organism being buried in _____.

A. sediment

B. rocks

C. soil

D. water

5 During which process are bones turned
into stone?

A. molding

B. casting

C. petrification

D. carbonation

6 Which type of fossil is best described as a
hollow area in the shape of the dead organism?

A. cast

B. mold

C. carbon film

D. trace

7 Which type of bird beak would be best
adapted for eating nectar from within a flower?  

 

 

8 Which criteria would most likely place two
organisms in the same taxonomic group?

A. have similar body structures

B. live in the same environment

C. live during the same time period

D. have the same diet
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Directions: Read the questions below. Circle the letter next to the correct answer. 
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6 The cladogram shows the evolutionary
relationship among several organisms.  
Which statement is supported by the 
information in the cladogram?

A. Lizards are more closely related to
bears than to newts.

B. Lampreys are not related to
chimpanzees.

C. Sunfish are equally related to
lampreys and to newts.

D. Chimpanzees are less closely
related to bears than to lizards.
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7 What are three things that fossils can tell us?

8 Name at least three different kinds of fossils.

9  Why do some organisms have similar adaptations?

10 A scientist discovers two fossils of organisms that share five similar attributes and lived around the same time
period. Is this evidence that one of the fossilized organisms evolved from the other? Explain your answer. 

Directions: Write your answer in the space provided.  




